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To achieve a good academic style, you also need to observe the following: 

Avoiding repetitions and redundancy:

Repetition means repeating a word instead of using synonym to provide variety, which makes the text more interesting. So instead:

Most family businesses employ less than ten people. These businesses…

Use:

Most family businesses employ less than ten people. These firms…. 

Redundancy, i.e. repeating an idea or including an irrelevant point, suggests that the writer is not fully in control of the material. It gives the impression that either he does not properly understand the language or is trying to “pad” the essay by repeating the same point. Avoid phrases such as:

Homelessness is a global problem in the whole world. 

Good writing aims for economy and precision:

Homelessness is a global problem. 

Exercise: in the following text, remove all repetition and redundancy, re-writing where necessary.

Fast food

Currently these days, fast food is growing in popularity. Fast food is a kind of food that people can buy ready to eat or cook quickly. This essay examines the advantages of fast food and the drawbacks of fast food. First above all, fast food is very convenient. Most of the people who work in offices are very busy, so that they do not have time to go to their homes for lunch. But the people who work in offices can eat in restaurants such as MacDonald’s, which are franchised in hundreds of countries. In addition, the second benefit of fast food is its cheapness. As it is produced in large quantities, this high volume means that the companies can keep costs down. As a result, fast food is usually less expensive than meal in a conventional restaurant. 

Varying sentence length 

Short sentences are clear and easy to read:

Car scrappage schemes have been introduced in many countries. They offer a subsidy to buyers of new cars, who must scrap an old vehicle, have been introduced in many countries; the schemes are designed to stimulate the economy and also increases fuel efficiency.

Effective writing normally uses a mixture of long and short sentences, often using a short sentence to introduce the topic:

Car scrappage schemes have been introduced in many countries. They offer a subsidy to buyers of new cars, who must scrap an old vehicle. The schemes are designed to stimulate the economy and also increase fuel efficiency. 

Exercise 01: re-write the following paragraph so that instead of six short sentences there are two long and two short sentences

Worldwide, enrolments in higher education are increasing. In developed countries over half of all young people enter college. Similar trends are seen in China and South America. This growth has put financial strain on state university systems. Many countries are asking students and parents to contribute. This leads to a debate about whether students or society benefit from tertiary education. 

Exercise 02: the following sentence is too long, divide it into shorter ones. 

China is one developing country (but not the only one) which has imposed fees on students since 1997, but the results have been surprising: enrolments, especially in the most expensive universities, have continued to rise steeply, growing 200 per cent overall between 1997 and 2001; it seems in this case that higher fees attract rather than discourage students, who see them as a sign of a good education, and compete more fiercely for places, leading to the result that a place at a good college can cost $5000 per year for fees and maintenance. 

Until you feel confident in your writing, it is better to use shorter rather than longer sentences. This should make your meaning as clear as possible. 
